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Gandhiji: ' 'Certainly, non-violence under all circum-
stances. But you must have a living faith in it. Even when
there is impenetrable darkness surrounding you, you must
not abandon hope. A person who believes in non-violence
believes in a living God. He cannot accept defeat. There-
fore, my advice is non-violence all the time, but non-
violence of the brave, not of the coward.3'
"Your example," continued Rev. Tema, "has shed so
much influence upon us that we are thinking whether it
would not be possible for one or two of our young men,
who we are hoping will become leaders, to come to you for
training.53
"It is quite a good and sound idea/' replied Gandhiji.
Rev. Tema: "Do you think Christianity can bring
salvation to Africa?"
Gandhiji: "Christianity, as it is known and practised
today, cannot bring salvation to your people. It is my
conviction that those who today call themselves Christians
do n,ot know the true message of Jesus. I witnessed some of
the horrors that were perpetrated on the Zulus during
the Zulu Rebellion. Because one man, Bambatta, their
chief, had refused to pay his tax, the whole race was made
to suffer. I was in charge of an ambulance corps. I shall
never forget the lacerated backs of Zulus who had received
stripes and were brought to us for nursing because no
White nurse was prepared to look after them. And yet
those who perpetrated all those cruelties called themselves
Christians. They were 'educated', better dressed than the
Zulus, but not their moral superiors."
Rev. Tema had one more question to ask. "Whenever
a leader comes up in our midst, he flops down after a
while. He either becomes ambitious after money or succumbs
to the drink habit or some other vice and is lost to us. How
shall we remedy this?"
"The problem is not peculiar to you/5 replied Gandhiji.
"Your leadership has proved ineffectual because it was
not sprung from the common people. If you belong to the
common people, live like them and think like them, they
will make common cause with you. If I were in your place,
I would not ask a single African to alter his costume and

